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Introduction 
 
Research shows that children can benefit educationally and emotionally, increase their 
understanding of responsibility and develop empathy and nurturing skills through contact with 
a suitable animal. In addition, many children simply take great enjoyment from interaction with 
animals.  
 
However, the RSPCA (2020) is opposed to the use of animals for education where distress or 
suffering is or likely to be caused. The RSPCA believe that children and young people can be 
taught about animals without keeping pets in the classroom. Schools can be noisy and 
frightening places for some animals and it is very difficult to look after animals needs properly 
in a classroom environment. This applies to any animal, including African land snails and fish. 
 
The RSPCA does support observing animals’ behaviour in their natural talent habitat. They 
support the development of a wildlife area in school grounds. 
 
Therefore, at Hunsbury Park, our policy is that we will welcome our animal visitors but that we 
will not keep animals as pets within the school or classroom. When animals do visit school, 
this will be done with the welfare of animals as a key priority. There will be constant supervision 
to ensure the safety of all. 
 
 

Aims 
 
To ensure that the welfare and needs of any visiting animals are met to the highest standard. 
Our animal visitors will come into school to support our children’s learning and understanding. 
Mrs Hughes’ dog Cookie, visits school to support the social and emotional well-being of pupils. 
 
   

Curriculum links 
 
Each class, when planning the curriculum, will look for opportunities to engage with the animal 
world. Within Forest School, children engage with the natural world during their sessions. 
Of-site visits 
EYFS undertake an annual visit to a farm to support their curriculum. The children will observe 
a range of farm animals and investigate how they are cared for. They will begin to develop an 
understanding of the responsibility for animal welfare. They will be opportunities to link with 
differing opinions: vegetarianism, veganism, animal right and sustainability. 
  
  

Residential activities 
 
Year 4 pupils visit Everdon Outdoor Learning Centre as part of their science studies. They 
engage in stream dipping and bug hunting. The children will locate/observe/investigate 
habitats which may include: badger setts, foxes’ dens and squirrel eating tables. The children 
will develop their understanding of the responsibilities of ensuring animals are handled with 
care and returned to their natural habitat. 
  
 
How visits may be authorised 
 
The class teacher will liaise with the bursar, office manager, key stage leaders, deputy/head 
teachers and the EVC in order to ensure that the needs of the animals are considered (risk 
assessments), the health of the pupils and staff are considered (allergies/medical needs) and 
that any costs are budgeted for.  



 

Risk assessment 
 
 A comprehensive risk assessment will be carried out by the group leader BEFORE the 
proposed visit. It will assess the risks that might be encountered from the visit and will indicate 
measures to prevent or reduce them. The risk assessment should be based on the following 
considerations: 
  

• What are the welfare needs of the animal? 
• Has the visiting animal owners provided their own risk assessment? 
• Does the visiting owner have personal liability insurance? 
• What are the hazards? 
• Who might be affected by them? 
• What safety measures are needed to reduce risks to an acceptable level? 
• Can the group leader put the safety measures in place? 
• What steps will be taken in an emergency? 
• Which children/staff have allergies (in class and whole school)? 

 
Each animal MUST have their own risk assessment. The provider MUST provide a risk 
assessment BEFORE any visit takes place. The EVC is responsible for reviewing these.  
 

Communication with parents 
  
The parents of children and staff should be notified in advance of an animal visiting. This could 
be done through letters home/parentmail/classdojo/seesaw. Whilst a formal agreement is not 
always necessary, it is good practise at Hunsbury Park Primary School for parents to sign 
reply slips as evidence that they have read, and received, the information. 
  
 

Further health and safety considerations 
  
At the earliest planning stage, the visit leader must discuss with the office and look at the 
medical details on Arbor/Medical Tracker to ensure any needs/concerns are raised in a timely 
manner. 
  
Prior to an activity, if it is felt that the behaviour of an individual child is likely to compromise 
animal welfare or the safety of others. The visit leader should discuss with the Head teacher, 
Senior Leaders and SENCO the possibility of making additional arrangements for that 
child(ren). 
  
  

Visit Leaders’ planning 
 
Visit Leaders must read thoroughly the appropriate guidance for animals in school. All 
paperwork should be filed within the school system. 
 
 
Visit plan 
  
The visit plan for intended animal visits must include the following: 
  

• how the welfare of the animals will be met 
• is insurance suitable 
• risk assessment 
• pre-visit discussion with office/bursar/senior leader and EVC 
• applications for approval of visit  



 

• medical needs of children AND adults 
• where the activity will take place 
• fire precautions/emergency and evacuation procedures; 
• intended arrangements for supervision 
• general communications information and guidance for supporting staff 

Al plans are to be submitted to the EVC before the visit takes place. 
 
 

Monitoring and review 
  
Visit leaders are encouraged to review visits, taking into account the successful and less 
successful parts of the visit, and considering ways in which the visit could have been improved. 
This should be documented as part of the visit plan. 
  
This policy is monitored by the governing body and will be reviewed every two years, or before 
if necessary. 
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RSPCA guidelines 

Planning framework 

Generic risk assessment 
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Planning framework                                        ANIMAL –  

Risk benefit of visit 
 

 

Type of visit 
 

  

Pre-visit discussion with 
EVC/SLT 

  

Visit approved by 
 

  

Date of visit 
 

  

Location 
 

  

Visit Leader 
 

  

Owner 
 

  

Parents informed of visit. 
Please include a copy of 
the details: 
Letter/parentmail/classdojo 
 

  

How does the animal 
owners’ insurance support 
the visit? Include 
details/photocopy 

  

What are the welfare 
needs of the animal(s)? 
Include a copy of specific 
risk assessment  

  

Has the whole school 
been made aware of the 
visit? (whole school email, 
staff noticeboard) 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 


